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TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Kathy Petersen, Power Division Manager 
 
DATE: May 19, 2005 
 
RE: General Information (regarding matters not scheduled on agenda) 
 May 24, 2005 Board of Directors Meeting 
 
 
Operations 
 
Attached for your information is the Storage and Generation Report for April 2005.  Also attached is a 
chart showing the precipitation accumulated through May 18.  The storms that have continued to roll 
through the area have brought us to above average levels of precipitation.  We have erased the refill 
criteria impact account from last year’s transfer to the Environmental Water Account (our reservoirs refilled 
while the Delta was in excess conditions).  However, because Bullards Bar went into spill conditions for 
flood operations, our Slate Creek Water sale will be largely voided. 
 
The May 18th storm brought over 4 inches of rainfall to the watershed, forcing us into spill conditions 
since the reservoirs were close to being full.  Little Grass Valley releases through the spill gates and 
outlet valve peaked at about 3,800 cfs.  The Slate Creek tunnel gates have been closed most of the 
month, and we saw spill flows reach 4,900 cfs.  The South Fork tunnel gates plugged off with debris, 
which helped prevent spill at Sly Creek.  Forbestown Diversion spilled in excess of 5,500 cfs and 
Ponderosa spilled more than 6,600 cfs.  The tailwater depression units at Woodleaf tripped due to a 
faulty breaker, forcing us to reduce load to 13 MW, and Forbestown unit had to be shutdown at the peak 
of the storm due to a loss of static head, possibly due to debris plugging the penstock pressure 
devices.  
   
When we initiated spill at Little Grass Valley, we notified Plumas National Forest and Plumas County 
Sheriff to advise them of high flows expected at Golden Trout Crossing.  We worked with the Forest 
Service to notify campers in the area of the high flows that were coming. 
 
 



Maintenance Projects 
 
Woodleaf Powerhouse Landslide  
 
We are continuing to monitor the 
hillside at Woodleaf Powerhouse, 
as it has continued to crumble 
whenever we receive significant 
rainfall.  The powerhouse was 
returned to operation May 4, then 
shutdown again May 9 when a 
portion of the hillside close to the 
penstock slid down.  The unit was 
again returned to service on May 
13.  Fortunately, other than during 
the first weekend, the material that 

has slid down has been relatively 
small (less than 4-feet diameter) and 
has caused no damage to the 
structures.  The crew has installed 
barricades that will help prevent 
additional falling rock from hitting the 
powerhouse roof or hatch cover, and 
has cleaned away a portion of the 
material.  Chuck Newman and Marty 
Costa worked with PG&E’s geologist 
to install monitoring instruments on the 
penstock and hillside, which will 
provide data and alarms should any 
movement occur. 

 
Recreation Season Preparation 
 
The crews worked to ready Sly Creek Campground for opening on May 1.  With the aid of temporary 
workers from Rush Personnel, Denny Lewis re-roofed the restrooms at the Mooreville Boat Ramp, and 
Joe Gibson brushed vegetation and removed hazard trees.  
 
Kelly Ridge Penstock 
 
Norm Williams led a Rush Personnel crew in clearing brush and digging out the footings along the Kelly 
Ridge penstock.  The anchor blocks were also stenciled with identifiers to match the engineering 
drawings we have for the penstock. 


