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TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Michael Glaze, General Manager 
 
DATE: November 4, 2005 
 
RE: Cooperative Environmental Review Agreement 
 Agenda Item for 11/22/05 Board of Directors Meeting 
 
 
Attached is a final draft of an agreement involving the County of Butte, Butte LAFCo, SFWPA, Lake Oroville 
Area Public Utility District, and Thermalito Irrigation District.  The agreement, if approved by all the parties, 
would specify the process by which the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements would 
be accomplished for land developments that involve approvals by the County, LAFCo and one or more 
special districts providing water and/or sewer service. 
 
For some time the County has been refusing to accept development applications when projects involve 
property that has yet to be annexed to a special district providing water or sewer service.  The County 
wanted the annexation completed before it would consider the application.  Unfortunately, annexations 
trigger CEQA, and CEQA requires analysis of the entire project (traffic, growth-inducing impacts, etc.), not 
just the impact on the special district’s utility infrastructure. 
 
County Counsel and LAFCo’s counsel developed the original draft of the agreement.  I subsequently met 
with them and requested modifications to the agreement that they have incorporated into the attachment.  If 
all parties ultimately approve the agreement, it would allow developers to have their projects assessed for 
feasibility by the County prior to annexing to one of the special districts, with the County assuming the role 
of the lead agency for CEQA purposes, special districts being able to process annexation applications after 
the environmental work is complete, and the County being able to process the development application in 
conjunction with LAFCo’s annexation(s) processing.   
 
The recommended form of action is: 
 

“I move approval of the Master Cooperative Environmental Review Agreement 
between the County of Butte, Butte LAFCo, Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District, 
South Feather Water and Power Agency and Thermalito Irrigation District.” 
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